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The swelling continued to decrease till July 18th, when there
was only a little chronic, painless thickening of the tibia. She
was therefore discharged.
CASE 4.-Giles R&mdash;, aged sixteen, plasterer, admitted

March 20th. Eight days previous he fell down, striking his
knee. This was followed by swelling, which had gradually
extended up the thigh.
On admission the right thigh was found very much swollen;

skin red, tense, and exquisitely painful. There was consider-
able effusion into the knee-joint. The patient had a strumous
look, and his expression was extremely anxious. Tongue furred ;
pulse very quick and feeble. Ordered fish diet ; effervescing
saline draught, an ounce and a half every six hours; warm lead
lotion.
March 24th.-There is less pain and swelling; he can now

bear it to be touched. Still looks anxious, and is feverish;
pulse 120, weak. To have four ounces of port-wine daily.
29th.-The pain is now very slight, except at night, when it

is much more severe. The tension of the skin has all disap-
peared, and the swelling is now found to be deeper-seated and
apparently connected with the bone. All anxiety of coun-
tenance has disappeared. Enjoys his food.

April 5th.-He does not complain of pain ; the swelling is
rather less ; he has constant night-sweats, and is losing flesh;
has no cough. There is evidence of consolidation at the apex
of the left lung. To haav cod-liver oil, three drachms ; tinc-
ture of iodine, ten minims; compound tincture of quinine, one
drachm; in one ounce of milk, three times a day.
He continued to improve under this treatment until June

lith, the swelling gradually diminishing, when he was seized
with pain in one spot on the inner side of the thigh, and the
skin there became soft and boggy. Subsequently another
place formed on the outer side of the thigh, but after a time
disappeared.
On July 14th the skin on the inner side of the thigh gave

way, and discharged a quantity of thin sero-purulent matter.
On August 6th the sinus was still discharging. There was

found to be very considerable thickening of the lower end of
the femur, hard and firm, and evidently connected with the
bone. On introducing a probe into the sinus, however, no ex-
posed bone could be felt.
He was discharged at the request of his parents.

CHARING-CROSS HOSPITAL.

CASE OF A LARGE ANEURISMAL TUMOUR OF THE FACE

SUCCESSFULLY TREATED BY LIGATURES.

(Under the care of Mr. CANTON.)
THE following notes were kindly furnished by Mr. Travers,

house-surgeon :
A. W , aged sixteen, presented herself at the out-patient

room on June 1st with a large aneurismal swelling on the left
side of the face, immediately in front of the ear, extending,
however, above it, and reaching round to its posterior border.
It was about the size of half a goose’s egg, raised, forcibly
pulsating, and apparently formed of a congeries of vessels of 
fair-sized calibre. The hair covered the upper portion of the
tumour, and was densely matted from some free bleeding
which had occurred just previously, and on account of which
she came to the hospital. Several large arteries appeared to
enter the swelling at various parts ; the normally-placed
vessels in its neighbourhood, such as the posterior auricular
and temporal, were larger than natural. Pressure on these
two vessels to some extent arrested the pulsation of the
tumour, but not entirely. Her mother’s description was that
ahe had had from birth a swelling at this site-at first small
and flat, " like a bunch of currants." When two years old
she first noticed it throb and get puffy, and it grew rather
rapidly so as visibly to stand out from the side of the head. It
continued gradually increasing in size, but, saving only its
unpleasant aspect, it was of such little annoyance to the child
that no surgical aid was sought.
On the 14th of April, in the present year, an attack of

haemorrhage occurred from the upper part of the swelling, but
after a small. quantity of blood had been lost it was arrested.
Within the next seven weeks five other attacks of bleeding
came on, the latter ones more severe and at closer intervals ;
the last, which occurred on the night previous to her applying
at the hospital, was sufficiently severe to alarm her friends.
None of her family had been troubled with anything similar.

She was admitted on June 13th into the Victoria Ward,
under the care of Mr. Canton ; and on the 17th the following
operation was performed by him :-All the hair having been
carefully shaved off the upper part of the tumour and from the
scalp for some distance around it, the posterior auricular and
superficial temporal arteries were tied, in the hope of sufficiently
restraining the influx of blood to allow of firm pressure being
satisfactorily applied. The tumour, however, strongly pul-
sated after the lapse of a few seconds. Double-threaded
needles were then passed through the base of the tumour, so as
to map it out, as it were, into five portions, each part being
firmly strangled. All pulsation now ceased, and a pad and
bandage having been placed over the swelling, the patient,
who, under chloroform, had felt nothing of the operation, was
carried back to the ward. The patient passed a good night ;
no bleeding occurred ; no pulsation could be felt. The appear-
ance of the tumour was that of a black gangrenous mass. No

change occurred for some few days. At length the tumour
appeared gradually to dwindle in size ; the surface of the
scalp and face, from which it receded, showed healthy granu.
lations ; there had been no heemorrhage since the operation.
At the end of three weeks, all the ligatures having become
loose and useless, the tumour still remaining attached by a
thick, fleshy pedicle, Mr. Canton passed a strong waxed liga-
ture firmly around its base ; the surface of the wound around
the pedicle was rapidly healing.
In the fifth week the remainder of the tumour separated,

leaving a normal-looking granulating wound ; this, too, daily
became smaller, and she was discharged cured on Aug. 5th.

Reviews and Notices of Books.
The Principles and Practice of Medical Jurisprudence. By

ALFRED SWAINE TAYLOR, M.D., F.R.S. 8vo, pp. 1186.
London : Churchill and Sons.

THE continuous growth of our text-books in size is one of
the most alarming circumstances connected with the develop-
ment of medical literature. Last year we had to regret the
great bulk of the handbooks of Surgery, and to dwell with
wonder and alarm on the swollen dimensions of the principal
text-book of Physiology; now we find Professor Taylor, after

vainly struggling against the progressive additions necessary
in seven successive editions of his famous manual, fairly
beaten by the extension of his store, and while faithful to
the original plan in his handbook, issuing, as a relief to his
pent-up collection, a great book on the Principles and Practice
of Medical Jurisprudence. Students are indebted to him for
the faithful adherence to the manual form in the original book,
and can judge of the difficulty of condensation by comparing
its bulk with that of this considerable volume.

This is a treatise which we review with genuine satisfaction.
It is no mere example of book-making for the fame’s sake; nor
is it a crude collection of notes made in desultory study; but
the elaborate, shapely, and mature product of a lifetime of
research and of a singularly wide experience, guided and con-

trolled by great mental power and scientific knowledge.
Amongst the new subjects which 4,incl a place in this volume

are: The Signs and Phenomena of Death, with an account of
the Changes which take place in the Dead Body; Putrefaction
in Air and Water, and its conditions; the Identity of Bones,
Skeletons, and Mutilated 1’,emains; Sudden Death; the Pre-
sumption of Survivorship ; Spontaneous Combustion ; Life

Insurance and Medical Evidence. Every part of the subject
has been rewritten, and new series of facts have been worked
into the text. Engravings are freely introduced. Thus, under
the subject of Poisoning, the crystalline forms of mineral and
organic poisons have been engraved from specimens observed
with the microscope. This is a great help to students: no
description can supersede the utility of such graphic repre-
sentations. Again, in speaking of poisonous plants, the bota-
nical characters are exemplified by engravings of the leaves
from photographic copies, showing their complete form and
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structure ; and the seeds are drawn of their natural size and

shape, as well as magnified.
The volume contains an immense mass of information which

renders it valuable to the practitioner, who will find it a

true text-book of the most useful resort. It is stored with

precedents; ingenious in discussing hypothetic difficulties,
and exact in furnishing methods of practical investigation.
The liability of every practising medical man to be summoned
into the witness-box, however much against his will, to testify
to matters both of fact and opinion, is one of the contingencies
which none of us can afford to overlook. Of all the professions,
ours is that which is most frequently called into the witness-
box. Clergymen rarely, military men hardly ever, and bar-
risters very infrequently, but doctors constantly and inevitably,
figure in the courts as skilled witnesses. It is the fashion to
declare that they are the worst witnesses on matters of fact
and opinion. Dr. Taylor has a keen perception and wide
experience of their defects, and laboriously endeavonrs to sup-
ply the material which shall lessen the probability of short-
comings ; but he justly observes that the matters as to which
they are called to testify are often of extreme complexity and
doubt.
The introductory chapter of the treatise is particularly

valuable, as laying down general principles and rules, which
are of equal importance to all skilled medical witnesses, and
which none ought to disregard. One circumstance always to
be borne in mind is the necessity for minute observation of
all the details by a medical practitioner called to a doubtful
case, or as to a murdered man. The celebrated case in which
Sir Astley Cooper declared, from the direction of a pistol wound,
that the shot had been fired by a left-handed man, finds some
interesting parallels here. The recent case of Gardner, the
chimneysweep, where all turned upon the relative coldness and
rigidity of the body when found, is another case in point.
The great art of the counsel for the defence is to discover
what was omitted by the medical man. Dr. Taylor lays stress,
we observe, upon a subject on which we lately tendered advice
entirely in accordance with his : the avoidance of the use of
technical terms in drawing up reports.

" In a report on the appearances in the body of a man who
had suffered from chronic insanity, which was submitted to
me for explanation, the following passage occurred:-‘ The
only morbid appearance in the brain was an atheromatous de-
posit in the pons Varolii, near the situation of the locus niger.’
In another document the reporter stated, for the information
of a coroner’s jury, that the integuments of the cranium were
reflected, and the calvarium was exposed.’ If a reporter will
use such terms as these or others of a similar kind, such as
’parietes of the abdomen,’ ’ epigastrium,’ ’ hypertrophy of the
liver,’ when it would require no more trouble to put what he
means in plain English, he must be prepared to have his mean-
ing perverted or wholly misunderstood. "--p. xxv.
At page 384 he quotes an elaborate account of an injury

which puzzled all the Court until the acumen of the judge re-
solved it into a black eye.
An important remark this : .
" It is necessary that a medical witness should remember

that copies of his report and depositions, either before a coro-
ner or magistrate, are usually placed in the hands of counsel
as well as of the learned judge; and that his evidence, as it is
given at the trial, is compared word for word with that which
has been already put on record. There is reason to believe
that this is not generally known to members of the medical
profession, and thus it happens that, either from failure of
memory, want of acourate observation, or carelessness in

giving evidence at coroners’ inquests, medical witnesses lay
themselves open to severe censure, either by stating matters
clifferently at the trial, or by giving a very different complexion
to the facts. Any serious deviations from what is on record
will of course tell unfavourably for the witness, supply mate-
rials for a severe cross-examination, and form an excellent
ground of defence for the prisoner. The witness’s weakness is
the prisoner’s opportunity, and of course his counsel will not
lose the occasion of impressing upon the jury that a man who

can on oath give two different accounts of the same transaction
is not to he believed on cither. "...p. xxviii.
The whole duties Mid relations of medical witnesses are

dealt with searchingly, many useful hints given, and some
common, errors corrected.

"Some medical men have claimed a privilege not to tilswe--
certain questions which are put to them, on the ground that
the matters have come to their knowledge through private
and confidential communications with their patients. It is
right to state at once that the law concedes no special privilege
of this nature to members of the medical profession, No man
is bound to reply to any question if the answer would tend in
any way to incriminate himself--for no man i, eompellahle to
he a witness against himself. With this exception all questions
must be answered, provided they are relevant to the case, and
their irrelevancy is a matter for the consideration of the learned
judge who presides.
"A witness must remember therefore that there are no

medical secrets. In the case of the Duchess of Kingston tills
privilege of withholding statements was claimed by a medica!
witness, I)ut deniecl. In a case in which a female was indicted
for the murder of her infant, a surgeon was called to prove
certain confessions made to him by the woman during his
attendance. He ohjected, on the ground that lie was then

attending her as a private patient. The learned judge (Park, J.)’
said this was not a sufficient reason to prevent a disclosure for
the purposes of justice, and he was ordered to answer the
questions.* Any statements, therefore, mhich are made to
physicians or surgeons while attending persons in a private
capacity, although they are not to be volunteered in evidence,
must be given in answer to questions, whatever consequences
may ensue. Cases of poisoning and wounding, duelling, as
well as cases which involve questions of divorce or the legiti-
macy of offspring, may be materially affected by the answers
of the medical man on matters which have been the subject of
private communications.’’&mdash;p. xxxviii.

This is a very important fact, and one which medical prac-
titioners would do well to bear in mind, and to refuse to re-
ceive secret confessions which may le extorted from them
under oath in the witness-box, as has several times occurred.
The question ot the scandals arising out of the differences of
medical experts is here discussed at length. Ur. Taylor fully
adopts the view we have so often advocated.

" The cause of the evil is that the solicitors on each side are
allowed to search the whole profession until they can find one
or more persons ready to adopt their respective views; and
when once in court, provided a man can call himself ’doctor,’
his qualifications and experience sometimes escape a rigid
scrutiny. Persons have thrust themselves or been thrust into
cases as experts without any pretensions to such a title, either
by their professional standing or experience. A man who may
have been engaged only in the ordinary routine of medical
practice, and who may have had no special experience on the
subject on which an opinion is required, will he described by
his counsel as a most eminent member of the profession, on
whose opinion the jury are as much entitled to rely as on that
of the very respectable gentleman called on the other side,’ &c.
The nomination of experts as witnesses by the judge who tries
a case, or by the Lord Chancellor in his department, would do
away with most of the objections which now tell with so much
force against the evidence of experts. As long as they can be
retained by either party-and the profession is large enough
to furnish a great variety of experts,-so long will the ob,jec-
tions to the present system continue, and the good be con-
founded with the bad. "&mdash;p. xlix.
We can but regret, however, that the great merits of the

book are occasionally marred by defects arising out of per-
sonal bent of character and strong feelings engendered by past
conflicts. We are pained to see how Dr. Taylor makes use oi
his position as writer of an admirable and authoritative hand-
book to pillory experts who have been opposed to him in vari-
ous cases; to quote the blame of judges cast upon them ; and to
expose them individually as examples of what ought not to be
done. Even if Dr. Taylor had never on any occasion tripped
in his evidence, it would be ungenerous to avenge himself il,-
his handbook on the experts who were opposed to him in Court;

* Beck’s "Med. Jurisprudence," vol. ii, p. 992.
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and a judicial writer of perfect taste would avoid allusions to
conflicts in which lie had been engaged, and would pass over
in a text-book the unpleasant features of evidence which he
had comhated in Court. (’mIer all the circumstances we must

coudemn the frequent allusions to the Palmer and Smethurst
cases, and the angry denunciations of the opposing witnesses,
as the extreme of had taste. Setting aside the errors of judg-
ment&mdash;springing no doubt out of an honest and enduring in-
dignation,&mdash;we find throughout the treatise little that we are
not disposed to treat with earnest commendation. Dr. Taylor
has rare qualities as a compiler ; he is accomplished as a che-
mist ; and displays all the acuteness and ingenuity of a well-
trained 1a’’’;yor in arranging the issues and framing the sequence
or arguments which must guide the medical witness.

ON SCIENTIFIC INVESTIGATION OF THE
CATTLE DISEASE.

To the Editor of Tmr LANCET

SIR.&mdash;Will you allow me through your columns to call the
attention of veterinary surgeons and of the medical profession
to a few points connected with the above subject, which
might, perhaps, deserve some consideration on the part of
those who may be in t position to make this disease the object
of scientific inquiry.
The cattle plague still continues to rage with terrible violence,

and no definite course has yet been adopted, either to prevent
its further spreading or to employ curative measures on a
larger scale and on a really scientific basis. Advice of all kinds
has certainly not been wanting; and, from the rather summary
treatment by the poleaxe to the diluted doses of homoeopathy,
all sorts of measures and medicines have been recommended to

grapple with the disease. Still, this very multitude of recom-
mendations shows the weakness of our position against so I
powerful an enemy; and whilst veterinary surgeons, in despair
of cure, persevere in preaching wholesale slaughter of all

animals infected as the only means of conquering the plague,
public opinion, not quite confident of the infallibility of its I
professional advisers, still inclines to the laisser-ccllcn system , i
and, even sceptical as to their assertions that they know all i
about the disease, asks now urgently for more exact investiga- I
tions into the pathology and for more scientific experiments i
with regard to the treatment of the disease. The medical
profession will probably join in this request, as actually no Ifact has as yet been brought out by three months’ observation,
which could satisfy the most modest claims of scientific re- 
search, and which was not already known before from the 
numerous publications in existence upon the subject. 

It is true continental experience tends to show that the 
poleaxe would be the surest and most effectual means of 

getting rid of the disease; and it may be that the loss incurred 
by wholesale slaughter would not be so great as the number ; 
of cattle dying during a protracted period of more or less suc- 
cessful therapeutic experiments. Following this principle, 
there would be of course no more need of any pathological ’
investigation; but as it is very unlikely this method will be !
resorted to in this country, it would indeed be a pity if more 
valuable time was lost without making use of the opportunity !
for a more careful study of this disease. An important step i
in this direction has been taken by the appointment of a Royal 
Commission, which, it is to be anticipated, will adopt all 
scientific means for pathological research bearing upon the 
subject. !

Now, Sir, among the different means for exact investigation ,
none has been more important for the study of the whole 
class of infectious diseases in man, the most prominent synip-
tom of which is fever, than the use of the thermometer. By 
its use the most striking laws concerning the course of these
diseases have been established, important for diagnosis as well
as for prognosis and treatment. The peculiarity of each of j
these diseases has been shown to be so wonderfully reflectedin the fluctuations of the temperature of the body, that we

are enabled, without even recurring to any of the other
symptoms, merely by a glance at the variations of the tem-
perature, to distinguish, for instance, typhoid fever from
typhus, or to make the diagnosis between typhoid fever and
pneumonia, at a period when most of the other characteristic
symptoms are still wanting.
; Why should not the same method of observation, which

we so successfully employ in man, be adopted in fever-
stricken cattle’! Technical difficulties would certainly not be
in the way, for the thermometer might be introduced into
the rectum or the vagina of cows about three inches deep,
and three to five minutes would then be quite sufficient to
bring the mercury to a stand-still. These observations ought
to be taken three or four times in the twenty-four hours,
and then, together with the pulse, respiration, and other
symptoms, carefully registered. Would not the thermometer
show at once an animal, that had been exposed to infection,
to be really ill before any other symptom of the disease, ex-
cept increased heat of the body, is present to admit of

diagnosis ? For it is not unreasonable to suppose that the
law observed in man--namely, that any acute disease is ac-
companied from the beginning by a marked alteration in the
temperature of the body, which is normally nearly constant,
holds good also for animals. A few days of observation of an
animal suspected of the disease would thus help to decide
whether it has really been infected, and would so form a sure

guide for the adoption of quarantine and other preventivemeasures.

By different authors the rinderpest has been compared to
typhoid fever in man ; and, in fact, the correspondence in
anatomical appearances is very great. Now, would it not be
highly interesting to find out by means of thermometric ob-
servations, whether the course of the febrile symptoms will
show the same characteristic peculiarities in both diseases, or

whether from this point of view the cattle disease belongs to
another type ? *? That a high febrile action really takes place in
this disease can be guessed from some symptoms which might,
perhaps, admit of explanation simply by the increased heat ofthe body-viz., the fissures round the mouth, and, to a certain
extent, the catarrhal state of the mucous membrane of the
respiratory organs.

I Why, if the temperature was really proved to be excessive
in the first stage of the disease, would it not then be just as
advisable to try the cold affusion as any other remedy of per-
haps more doubtful efficacy? This and other therapeutic indi-
cations might be derived from the study of the temperature of
diseased animals, and the thermometer would at the same time
be a sound test for the value of therapeutic experiments.

I need not expatiate any longer upon the subject to show
that a number of accurately instituted observations in this
direction might lead to sound and most important conclusions.
Trusting, therefore, you will excuse this lengthy letter on ac-
count of the general importance oi the question and its high
interest to the medical profession,

I am, Sir, your obedient servant,
Oct. llth, 1863. M. D.

(I enclose my card.)

ST. GEORGE’S HOSPITAL.-At the ordinary Quarterly
Court of Governors of St. George’s Hospital on the 13th instant
the prizes and honorary certificates for the past session were
distributed to the successful competitors by the chairman.
The following is a list of the students to whom they were
awarded :&mdash;The "Lewis Powell" prize in Clinical Medicine,
Mr. W. Leigh; the "Brodie" prize in Clinical Surgery, Mr.
Watson; the ’’’Thompson’’ medal, Mr. Heywood Smith; the
" Henry Charles Johnson’’ memorial prize in Anatomy, Mr.
Ring. Honorary certificates in Practical Anatomy were also
awarded to Messrs. Cant and (i. A. Kenyon. The prizes for
general proficiency in all the subjects of each year of study
were obtained, in the third year, by Mr. Underbill; in the
second year, by Mr. Cant; in the first year, by Mr. Pode.
Honorary certificates were awarded, in the third year, to Mr.’
Watson ; in the second year, to Messrs. Ring and Tindale; in
the first year, to Messrs. Brett, Laking, and Lovegrove. Cer-
tificates of having passed the examination satisfactorily were
also awarded, in the third year, to Messrs. Barrett and Ridout;
in the second year, to Messrs. Dawson and F. W. Jackson;
in the first year to Messrs. Cox, E. Jackson, J. E. Kenyon,
M’Connell, and Stanley Stevens. It is to be hoped that ulti-
mately all students will present themselves for these examina-
tions at the close of each year of study, in order that the
teachers may be able to estimate their respective progress.


